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SOCIAL POLICY

The programme
Through its Social Policy programme, UNICEF will 
support institutions and mechanisms to effectively 
address the multiple vulnerabilities of the most 
disadvantaged children in Thailand.

The Social Policy programme is informed by an 
analysis of the gaps, challenges and opportunities of 
the policy environment in Thailand through consultation 
with key stakeholders including the Government, 
UN agencies, think tanks, academia and private 
sector. It reflects the impacts of the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis, long-term national priorities and the global 
priorities of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

The generation and use of evidence in social policy 
planning and budgeting, an integrated approach to 
social protection and more effective and equitable 
public finance management are key aspects of this 
programme. This entails an approach to policy response 
to child poverty that is systemic and coordinated 
across sectors as well as within the layers of 
government administration, and one that attends to 
short-term as well as longer-term solutions. 

A key policy challenge concerns questions of  
affordability and sustainability of financing of social 
policies and programmes, especially in times of 
austerity and economic downturn, such as the one 
facing the country as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This component seeks to sequence a 
number of interventions from generating evidence 
and analyses on public finance, including expenditure 
reviews, to capacity building for national and  
sub-national actors, and advocacy for more effective, 
equitable, efficient and responsive public finance 
management for children. 

9.9% of children in Thailand live  
below the monetary poverty line.1

21.5% of children in Thailand  
live in multidimensional poverty.2

The Child Support Grant currently  

benefits 2.3 million children in  
Thailand, or more than half of all  

children under the age of 6.3

Spending on social protection 
(excluding health) as a percentage of the 

GDP remains as low as 3.6 as of 2019.4 
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A systems approach demands attention to resilience 
building and questions of cyclical as well as structural 
vulnerabilities to poverty, hence a focus on universal 
child grants and gender- and shock-responsive social 
protection. The programme also seeks to maximize 
linkages between social protection and other sector 
outcomes.

Background
Thailand has progressed from a low-income to upper-
middle income country in less than a generation and 
has been widely praised for its fast and sustaining 
growth rate and success in eliminating extreme 
poverty. The national poverty rate fell from 67 per 
cent in 1968 to 6.24 per cent in 2019.

Parallel to its successful public health policies in 
containing the spread of COVID-19, several relief and 
stimulus packages have been rolled out since the 
beginning of the pandemic to mitigate the negative 
impacts of the crisis on people and the economy. 
These stimulus packages have had a positive impact 
on households’ consumption and small business 
survival. However, COVID-19 has had devastating 
consequences for the most impoverished communities, 
and an additional 300,000 people are estimated to 
have fallen into poverty in 2020 due to the pandemic.1

5 NESDC. Social Outlook Q4 (based on the Labour Force Survey by the National Statistical Office), 2020.

Thailand’s unemployment rate has remained below 
2 per cent over the past decade but grew significantly 
in 2020 due to COVID-19 with an increase from 0.98 
in 2019 to 1.69 percent in 2020.5  Weak wage growth 
and the prevalence of low-quality informal jobs are 
also issues facing the labour market.

There is a consensus among key stakeholders that 
there is no shortage of data and evidence in Thailand. 
However, systemic use of evidence in policy making 
is still relatively limited due to issues of data quality, 
lack of integration and connectivity among different 
data sets, and inadequate capacity of decision makers 
at the national and sub-national level to analyse and 
use data. There is now a demand to support national 
institutions to integrate multiple data sources and 
improve usage of statistical data to allow for better 
dissemination, analysis and use.

Thailand’s current social protection system is relatively 
well developed; however its social protection spending 
remains below its peers in the region and globally. 
There is also an urgent need for a more coordinated 
approach to achieve better child welfare outcomes. 
Furthermore, there is increasing recognition that 
achieving poverty reduction requires addressing gaps 
in coverage and ensuring sustainable financing of 
social protection.

© UNICEF Thailand/2020/Brown
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Partners
• Ministry of Social Development and 

Human Security  

• Department of Local Administration 
of the Ministry of Interior 

• Fiscal Policy Office of the Ministry of 
Finance 

• Budget Bureau of the Prime 
Minister’s Office 

• Parliament Budget Office

• National Statistical Office 

• National Economic and Social 
Development Council 

• ILO 

• UNDP

• World Bank 

• Civil society 

• Non-governmental organizations 

• Private sector

• Research and academic institutions

© UNICEF Thailand/2016/Thuentap
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Harnessing the 
power of 
evidence for 
children 

A thriving data ecosystem, in which the right data 
impacts decisions, is a powerful element that can 
drive better results for children. Through the Social 
Policy Programme, UNICEF aims to harness the 
power of evidence for children by enhancing national 
knowledge management and use of data and evidence 
in policy making across all sectors.

The journey from generation of quality data to 
evidence-based policy making is a long one, 
encompassing dissemination, linking and integration 
of data, using data to create evidence and policy-
relevant analysis and finally an enabling environment 
to promote the use of evidence in policy making. 
UNICEF is committed to investing in the Government’s 
capacity to systematically use evidence in policy 
making and will phase its interventions in stages.

Efforts will focus on optimizing poverty measurement 
and monitoring practices in the country. UNICEF will 
also sharpen its focus in generating evidence and 
analysis of the situation of the most disadvantaged 
groups, namely, children with disabilities, children in 
poor urban communities and slums, and children 
from stateless, migrant and ethnic minority communities. 

UNICEF will also promote coordination among key 
institutions involved in data collection and statistics 
through technical support, capacity and alliance 
building, as well as advocacy. Innovative approaches 
that provide space for public voices to validate and 
give feedback on child-focused data will be used to 
improve how research is utilized.

1
• Provide technical support so that policy-

relevant evidence on child well-being and 
deprivations can be generated and communicated 
with policy makers and the public.

• Use evidence to advocate to the public and 
private sector on the key deprivations that 
children face in Thailand and their root causes.

• Provide technical assistance to enhance the 
use of data in programme and policy planning 
at the national and sub-national level.

• Support the integration of data systems so 
that data is used to its full potential and 
cross-sectoral exchanges and collaboration 
can be achieved.

What we do

Priority Areas
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A better social 
protection 
system 
for children

UNICEF will work with the Government to convene 
key actors to devise a unifying vision informed by 
the overarching principle of inclusiveness, for an 
integrated social protection system that is child and 
gender sensitive. UNICEF will use its broad-based 
partnerships to advocate for the operationalization 
of this vision. 

UNICEF will support existing social protection 
programmes to be more reflective of the needs of 
children and help integrate them across sectors. 
UNICEF will advocate for an integrated and multi-
tiered child benefit system. UNICEF will continue to 
provide technical assistance to enhance the design 
and operational features of the key social assistance 
schemes, notably, the Child Support Grant, the 
Disability Grant and the State Welfare Card. This 
support will aim to strengthen collaboration across 
social protection programmes and with other basic 
social services and improve core business processes, 
registry and information management systems.

Social workers and case managers are at the heart 
of an integrated social protection system and the 
programme will support national partners to strengthen 
the social services workforce. UNICEF will work 
alongside the Government, private sector and think 
tanks to build a roadmap for a social protection system 
with clear milestones for incentivizing and benchmarking 
family-friendly policies. Challenges such as natural 
disasters and economic slowdowns that impact the 
lives of children will also be considered in this plan 
to achieve longer term resilience. While Thailand has 
been able to mobilize resources and expand its social 
protection measures during the pandemic and similar 
shocks, UNICEF’s efforts will focus on fine-tuning 
and improving such emergency responses to ensure 
that they take into account the additional burden of 
care for families with children.   

2
• Support the Government and national partners 

to steer the development of a national social 
protection strategy.

• Support the Ministry of Social Development 
and Human Security and other relevant 
partners to ensure social protection benefits 
address the needs of the most vulnerable 
children.

• Support the strengthening of social protection 
when responding to emergencies, particularly 
in the context of climate change.

• Increase public awareness around the need 
for investment in social protection including 
fostering positive attitudes towards public 
contributions through progressive taxation 
and contributions to social insurances.

What we do

The Child Support Grant helps Narinthip Pommarin in Samut Songkhram 
province keep Ang Bao and Ang Ban healthy and growing. “The grant 
is very important. I spend it to buy milk and food supplements for my 
children,” she explains. UNICEF is working with the Government and 
partners to expand the cash transfer scheme for children from poor 
families to all children under 6.

© UNICEF Thailand/2016/Brown
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Promoting sustainable, equitable and 
efficient investment in children

Affordability and sustainability are key challenges of 
financing social policies and programmes, especially 
in times of economic downturn. UNICEF will seek to 
sensitize key Government actors on key social budgeting 
principles and build an alliance around child-sensitive 
public finance management. The goal is to strengthen 
national and sub-national capacities and advocate for 
child-related priorities to be better reflected in budget 
commitments, and to ensure that the way the budget 
for key services is planned and executed is cost-
effective and equitable. UNICEF’s contribution entails 
extensive analysis of options for sustainable financing 
of priority social services in the medium to long term.

UNICEF will partner with key national actors such as 
the Budget Bureau to develop a tailor-made curriculum 
on public finance management for children and target 
the relevant departments of line ministries at the 
national and sub-national level as well as other key 
decision makers and public service providers at the 
sub-national level with training programmes and 
seminars to enhance their planning and budgeting 
capacity.

UNICEF will continue to work closely with the 
Parliament Budget Office to support the capacity of 
key parliament entities on child-sensitive budgetary 
review and oversight.

UNICEF will work with government stakeholders to 
share knowledge and global best practices that will 
help build a national evaluation system that demonstrates 
the relevance and effectiveness of key social sectors. 
UNICEF will provide technical assistance to enhance 
institutional capacity and individual skills and will 
continue providing quality assurance to the relevant 
national evaluation undertakings to help strengthen 
the demand for evaluation. 

UNICEF’s support to public finance management for 
children will cut across all sectors that impact the 
lives of children in Thailand including early childhood 
development, education, child protection and young 
people’s development. The strategy will remain flexible 
and responsive to the changing context of the economy.

3

• Generate evidence and analysis, as well as 
convene and facilitate technical exchanges on 
sustainable financing of social services, taking 
into account the realities of the economy and 
government revenues as well as plausible 
scenarios of economic growth and public revenues 
in the medium to long term.

• Provide technical assistance and capacity 
development to the public sector at the national and 
sub-national level on public finance management 
for children as well as results-based planning 
and budgeting. 

• Provide technical assistance and leverage 
partnerships for periodic expenditure reviews 
that provide insight into the equity and effectiveness 
of child-specific investments by the Government. 

• Provide technical assistance for multi-sector and 
medium-term budgetary frameworks for cross-
sectoral priorities, such as early childhood 
development and mental health, to ensure 
adequate annual spending on children over the 
medium term. 

• Support the social sectors by developing investment 
cases, costing innovative models and carrying 
out feasibility studies on other priority programme 
areas, including early childhood development, 
education, child protection and nutrition, as well 
as youth learning and employability. 

• Help build national evaluation capacities that 
enable social sectors to demonstrate the relevance, 
efficiency and effectiveness of their child-focused 
programmes.

What we do
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CONTACT US

UNICEF Thailand 
19 Phra Atit Road
Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200
Thailand 

Telephone: +66 2 356 9499
Fax: +66 2 281 6032
Email: thailandao@unicef.org
Website: unicef.org/thailand
 unicefthailand
 unicef_thailand
 unicef_thailand
 unicefthailand


